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about the other two. And first in regard to the study of
children. That the intelligence of children in normal cases
undergoes a process of development from infancy to maturity
is too obvious and notorious to need proof ; and it is a reason-
able inference that, just as the development of their bodies
in the womb reproduces to some extent the corporeal evolu-
tion of their remote ancestors out of lower forms of animal
life, so the development of their minds from the first dawn
of consciousness in the embryo to the full light of reason in
adult life reproduces to some extent the mental evolution of
their ancestors in ages far beyond the range of history. This
inference is confirmed by the analogy which is often traced
between the thought and conduct of children and the thought
and conduct of savages ; for there are strong grounds for
holding that savage modes of thinking and acting closely re-
semble those of the rude forefathers of the civilized races.
Thus a careful study of the growth of intelligence and of the
moral sense in children promises to throw much light on the
intellectual and moral evolution of the race.
A study of mental pathology, under which I include all
marked aberrations from the intellectual and moral standards
of the community, is likely to contribute to the same end. I
have been told that the wild fancies of patients in asylums
sometimes resemble the superstitious notions of savages. It
seems not improbable that cases of mental deficiency are
often the result of arrested development or of reversion to
an ancestral type ; and if that is so, the observation of them
should be instructive, since on that hypothesis they reproduce
for us phases of the mind which normal men and women
have long transcended, and of which, but for these curious
reversions, we might perhaps have no inkling.
The third of the avenues by which we may approach the
childhood of humanity is the study of uncivilized races in
the present and in the past. The study of uncivilized races
in the present is obviously feasible, though fraught with many
difficulties. But how are we to study uncivilized races in the
past ? They are gone and have left no written records be-
hind them. For we may perhaps best define an uncivilized
race as one which is ignorant of the art of writing : the ac-
quisition of the art of writing is the touchstone of civilization.